7o              SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

printing-press. No very successful school of design for
publishers' cloth covers has been developed. Some
decorated cases are fairly good, but for the most part
they do not reach a very high level of artistic merit.

For books issued from the smaller presses in limited
editions, cases made with a strip of binding material
down the back and specially printed papers on the side
are often used, and such covers may be very charming
in effect. One very pleasant application of the recent
development in wood engraving has been the produc-
tion of very pretty printed pattern papers for the ends
and sides of books.

Recently some very interesting covers with the design
and lettering woven in the material have been produced
by Edmund Hunter at Letchworth. This method,
which allows of the use of thoroughly sound and beauti-
ful material and fairly rapid production on the loom,
has great possibilities.

In the past the owners of fine libraries*sometimes had
all their books bound in some one style. Generally there
was some mark of ownership, such as an arms block or
cypher, on all the bindings, and the amount of ornament
varied; but however much the ornament differed in
amount and in detail, there was some recognizable simi-
larity between all the bindings, sometimes because they
were the work of a single binder and more often because
they were done at the same time and place.

The controlling influence of fashion as studied in past
works of art is very interesting. Craftsmen cannot get
away from the spirit of their times. They think that
they are free to do whatever they like, but unless they
stoop to absolute forgery of old examples, their work
will almost invariably bear the impress of the times in
which it was produced. For instance, in the sixteenth
century the binders of Lyons produced many fine bind-